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mean " painstaking," but of course has no longer
this meaning.

One very common way in which words have
changed their meanings is through the name of one
thing being given to another which resembles it.
The word pen comes from the Latin penna, " a
feather;" and as in olden days the ordinary pens
were " quills " of birds, the name was very good.
We still keep it, of course, for the steel pens and gold
pens of to-day, which we thus literally speak of as
feathers. Pencil is a word with a somewhat similar
history. It comes from the Latin penicillus, which
itself came from peniculus, or " little tail," a kind
of cleaning instrument which the Romans used as
we use brushes. Pencil was originally the name of a
very fine painter's brush, and from this it became
the name of an instrument made of lead which was
used for making marks. Then it was passed on to
various kinds of pencils, including what we know
as a lead-pencil, in which, as a writer on words has
pointed out, there is really neither lead nor pencil.

The word handkerchief is also an interesting word.
The word kerchief came from the French couvre-
cheft " a covering for the head." Another similar
word is one which the Normans brought into Eng-
land, curfew, which means " cover fire." When the
curfew bell rang the people were obliged to extin-
guish all lights and fires. The " kerchief" was
originally a covering for the head. Then the fashion
arose of carrying a square of similar material in the